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Preface 

This book represents the culmination of the authors; many years of 
research on urban transport. Pucher began studying American transport 
policy in 1975, with emphasis on the efficiency and equity impacts of sub­
sidies. Since 1984, his efforts have focused on comparative analysis of 
transport policies in Europe and North America. Lerevre's interests have 
also been in comparative policy analysis but, in contrast to Pucher's 
economic focus, Lefevre has concentrated on political and institutional 
issues. The two approaches complement each other. The book offered the 
authors an opportunity to update their previous analyses, extend them to 
more countries, and compare them with each other's different range of 
experiences. Thus, the authors were able to learn a great deal themselves 
in the process of writing this book. 

The listed order of authorship was chosen at random and has no impli­
cation for the relative contributions of each author. Although the idea for 
the book and its approximate content was joint, each author focused his 
effort on the subject area of the book closest to his own interests and 
knowledge. Thus, Pucher wrote the four chapters on the USA, Canada, 
Germany and Eastern Europe. Lerevre wrote the four chapters on Italy, 
France, Great Britain and The Netherlands. Overall, however, the book 
represents a genuine collaboration, with both authors involved in deter­
mining the structure of the book and individual chapters, data assembly 
and analysis, and policy evaluation. 

The authors are deeply indebted to a great number of individuals and 
institutions for their assistance in obtaining information essential to 
writing the book. Each author would like to thank in turn those who 
helped. For the chapter on Germany, Pucher thanks the German Ministry 
of Transport, the German Association of Transport Firms (especially Mr 
Wergles), the German Institute of Economic Research (Dr Kunert), and 
many individual public transport systems for essential data and advice. In 
addition, he is deeply indebted to the transportation institutes at the 
University of Muenster and the Technical University of Dresden which 
hosted Pucher for extended periods to do research on German transport. 
The Humboldt Foundation of the German Federal Government funded 
Pucher's research on Germany and Eastern Europe. For the chapter on 
Eastern Europe, Pucher thanks the Polish, Czech, German and Hungarian 
ministries of transport for providing extensive assistance. Moreover, 
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xii Preface 

colleagues at universities in Dresden (Professors Voigt, Ackermann, 
Foerschner), Prague (Dr Klofac and Professors Sykora and Cepek), 
Budapest (Professor Koller) and Warsaw (Dr Rataj, Dr Kocon, Professors 
Suchorzewski, Lijewski and Weglenski) greatly facilitated the research on 
Eastern Europe by offering data, analysis, and friendship. The US 
Department of Transportation and the American Public Transit 
Association were the most important sources of information for the 
chapter on the USA. In addition, the US Department of Transportation 
funded several of Pucher's research projects between 1980 and 1990, 
which yielded information for the chapter. The Canadian Urban 
Transit Association, Statistics Canada and Transport Canada provided 
most of the data for the Canada chapter. Pucher is especially indebted to 
colleagues in Calgary (Professor Perl), York (Professor Turritin), and 
Toronto (Dr Gurin, Dr Cormier, Dr Hemily and Dr Dunbar) for providing 
much information, analysis and advice. 

For the chapter on France, Lerevre thanks his colleague Dr Offner in the 
LA TIS (Laboratoire des Techniques, Territo ires et Societe) and various 
institutions such as the French Ministry of Transport, Centre d'Etudes des 
Transports Urbains (CETUR), Institut National de Recherche sur les 
Transports et leur Securite (INRETS), Groupement des Autorites 
Responsables des Transports (GART) and Union des Transports Publics 
(UTP) for their advice and assistance. For the chapter on Italy, Lerevre 
thanks Professor Podesta (Politecnico di Milano) and the Centro Studi Sui 
Sistemi di Trasporto (in Rome) for their comments on the draft version. 
He would also like to thank those who aided his research on transport in 
Milan area: Mr Anselmetti (of the regional government), Mr Minotti 
(of the Milan planning agency), Mr Spatti (of the Regional Rail ways), and 
Mr Tarulli (of the Istituto Regionale di Ricerca dello Combardia). For the 
UK, Lefevre thanks Professor White (University of Westminster) for his 
useful suggestions on improving various drafts of the chapter, and also the 
staff of the Transport and Road Research Laboratory (TRRL) and 
the Greater Manchester Transport Executive. For the Netherlands, Lerevre 
thanks Mr Baanders in the research division of the Dutch Ministry of 
Transport and Professor Jansen (Institute of Spatial Organization in Delft). 

Both authors would like to thank the European Conference of the 
Ministers of Transport (ECMT) and the International Union of Public 
Transport (UITP), especially its General Secretary, Pierre Laconte, for 
their overall assistance throughout the writing of this book. They provided 
extensive data directly and also facilitated contacts with individual 
ministries of transport, transport associations and particular public trans-
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port systems. Bo Peterson (of AB Storstockholms Lokaltrafik) provided 
supplemental information on the situation of public transport in Sweden. 

JOHN PUCHER CHRISTIAN LEFEVRE 
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